
WEATHER FORECAST
ForcaM for Saturday and Sunday:

| Vlrginin.Fair Friday and Saturday; j
< light to fresh north wlnds.
! North Carolina.Fair Friday except [
\ Rhowers and cooler on the coast. Satur- i
'< day fair; fresh north to northoast winds. 5 Sim^
YOL..17. NO. 132. BICHMOjSTj), VA., FRIHAY. JULY 11. 1902.

RANGE OF THERMOMETER-'
'

Th© thermometer ranjted as followa at j
; The Times office yesterday: I> A. M.. 87; £

j 12 M.. 94: 3 P- M.. 95; 6 P. M.. 84; 9 P. |\ 31, 77; 12 mldnlght. 76. Average. 85.5 J

PKICE TWO CENTS.

JOHNSTOWN VISITED
BY APPALLINQ DISASTER

Hundreds Perish in Frightfu!
Mine Explosion.

RESCUE WAS IMPOSSIBLE

Noxious Gases Overcome All
Who Attempt to Enter.

DEATH LIST WILL BE LONG ONE

Two Men Who Escaped Went Back
Two Miles in Attempt to Render

Assistance, and Nearly Lost
Their Lives.Son, Who At*
templed Rescue of His
Father, Overcome.

i J ~»l__<-'
(Br Aspoclatpd Presn.)

JOHNSTOWN. PA., July 10..Johns-
town has again been vlsited by an ap-
pailing disaster.
Ji is only less frightful than the awful

calamity of May Sl, 1SS9, iii cost of life.
bui in its terrlble consequences it has
brought the shadow of sorrow in hun-
dieds of homes made desolate by a mine
explosion. which took place in the Cam-
bria Steel Company rolilng mill mine.
under W._stxnont Hill, at 12:20 o'clock
tins afternoon.
How many are dead it may take sev¬

eral days to fully determine, but that it
is a long and shocking list ls certain. lt
may reach DX> or more men.

It was nearly an hour after the ex¬

plosion before any general knowledege
of what had happened got nbroad. Men
who came from the mines, escaplng with
their lives. told the terrible news. and
eoon it spr<.ad like wild lire all over the
city. In scores of homes there were the
most pathetic scenes. Moihers. wives.
daughters. sons and relatives were

frantlc with grief. Hundreds rushed to

the point, and with sobbing hearts awaiied
news that did not come from the ill.
fated mine.

IMPOSSIBLE TO ENTER.
At the opening across the river from

the point, the Cambria Iron Company
police. with several assistants. stood
gtiard. pcrmltting no one to enter the
mine. from which noxious gases were

coming. It was nearly 4 o'clock when
all hope of pending rescue parties from
the TVestmont opening was abandoned.
Two men who had escaped from the
inine.Rlchard Bennett and John Me-yers
.went back two miles to see what as-

M-iance could he rendered, but the

frightful damp drove. them back, and
ihey'fell prostrate and after a desperate
struggle reached the outside.
The doctors gave the men assistance,

nnd after working with them half an

hour restore.d them. Tlielr story of the

Fltuatlon in the mine. made it clear that
¦th" rescue work could not proceed from

th<-- Westmont opening. and then hasty
pi«paratlons were made io beRin that

Fad mission at the Mill Creek entrance.

5non after the news of the explosion
reached the Cambria officials. Mlning
F.n-ineer Marhnl G. Moore and one of

Vi^ a<=*Ntants. Al. G. Prosser. made nn

attempt to enter the mine. They were

followed bv Mine Superintendent George
T Rohin*on. but the deadly gases stop-

Ved their progress. and they were com-

nelled to return to the. surface.
r-EAREP T1TEY PER1SHED.

Mine Foreman Harry Rodgers. his as-

Foant William Blanch. and Fire Br.-sses

T ,i-u Whitnev John Retallick and John
Tlv'ma«= were'overcome by the p;i?es. and

11' ls feared they pcrished in an hero-.c

rffort to rescue the miners. A son of

j:rarrv R(vlCerF then tried to reach his

fp<h'V. but he was qnlckly overcome hy
the deadly gas and was carried out un-

enscious.
Williairi Btlblch rpent several hours at

the Mill Creek opening. He said that he

Wli.-ved n.i many as 4S0 men were still

ln the mine. ln hls opinlon. from all he
ro-.ld Rlean.' not to exceed 150 men had

f-inif out.
When fhe news of the explosion reached

l>e siirfnco. Marsnal G. Moore. minins.
<¦>',.-Iroer. and one of hls assistnnts. A.
<5 Prosser. promptly made an attempt to

<nte- tbe m'ne. They were followd in a

siiort iime oy Mine Superintendent Geo
T p.obinson. After much trouble they
Tr,cl,ed one of tbe IclopHones l.>-.ited in
the mine and communicated with the

C.in bria general offices. They were nna-

Vle to cive anv delails of tbe effects of

.f'^e rxrloslon. hllf feared the loss of lifo

T.ould' he large. The damage to ihe mine

rnvs>| Y" sertous. Their progress was

Plorpe- bv ihe deaaly cases. and they
FMefl that an attempt would at onee be

vrnflc to -each the scene of the ac_ident,
_.,.-, h |s-ifnown as th" "Klondlke," In tbe

rr.lr.ers' parlance. >J entrance to the

.workinc portion of the mine can be ef-

irc-tf from the main entry. Many of the

n-j^ers, ^caped at Mill f"ro<-k. a. shatt

reaching tbe mine near the power-house
_1 that point.

MAY NEVER BK KNOWN.
'._bo1 a pcore of American miners who

t.t, at work in the Klondlke district
r.-Cred the presence of ihe fire damp in
th-ir apartment Foon after the explosion
oc'-urrcd. and started at once Tor the
nu«'ir entrance. They were almost over-

r,_ by the deadly iras. but reached the
rSi :y\de world in safety. One of the men

.*..,,, c^t out safely said it is net known
wbat caused the explosion. and tbat it
will probably never be known. as he be-
V-v.-ri none of the men at work In the
\ .ndlke dis'rict enn he saved. He nl=o
?.:¦! t'->at onTv a few days aco Uie offi-
'iwT:- ifsTtm an order io tbe employcs of
1"" mln«» not to plav with the _a^. and
%h i the very next day a young Hunga-
rl"»Ti war- :^--en pushing his naked lamp
fllong the roof of Ihe mine in scarch of
!t.

RESCUE WORK.
Mlning Kncine<»r Moore and Georpe T

p.< blnson, superintendent. are at the head
of a re^uinp: party from the Franklin
pl.-pe and Conemaugh Mine. They are
Flowly working their way -"'ward the
ff.-i)e of the explosion. but must light the
deadly gas every step of tbe way. Can¬
vas screens are being used to wall all
the <-lde entrances and rooms so as to
force a direct current of pure nir ahead
nf the rescucrs. EnR-!neer A. O. l^rosser.
wuo, with Mr. Moore. entered the mine at
ib" main openfne. came to the surfarr. nt
Mill Creek and immediately set Rpout se-

ci'/'nK men and materlal to aid ln the
rrjtcue.

It wlll be absolutely Imposslble to state

fContlnued on Second Page.)

NEW CONSTITUTION
IS HOW EFFECTIVE

It is Properly Recognized by
Executive Officers.

RAILWAY PASSES CALLED IN

Some oMhe Provisions Not Yet Effect-

ive, But Will Be Accepted in Good
Faith by a Majority of the Peo«

ple.First Female Notaries.

Just as the clocks of the Common¬
wealth were reglstering tho. hour of noon
on yesterday. the new Constitution.the
work of the best hrains and energies in
the State.became effectivc.
The sweeping change in the organic

law of the State was made without the
slipping of a co;r in all its vast machin¬
ery, and there was everything to indlcate
that the new conditions will not only be
gracefully acquiesced in but gladly wei-
comed by the people.
The day was practicaily glven up to

dealing with the changes at the Capitol
and little other business was done.
Bed by Gov. Montague, who was the

first to swear.. all the State officers
cheerfully took the oath of allegiahce,
save two. and they are temporarily ab-
sent. They are Gcn. Hill ancl Attorney-
General Anderson. They will return in
a few davs.

GOVERNOR HAPPY.
Gov. Monlag'ue was in a very happy

frame of mind. He had at last withessed
the frutition of his fondest hopes, and as
he affixed his signature to the oath ln
the prcsence of Judge S. B. Witt and a
number of other friends, his countenance
beamed with delight.
As soon as the ceremonies were over

he caused a large batch of commissions
to issue to female notaries pubile, the
fair sex having been mado eligible to
hold these positions under the new Con-
stitution. Secretary Eggieston spent the
da3" in sending out commissions of reg-
istrars appointed under the new instri*-
ment, ancl in recelying and filing the
oaths of nearby judges who had sworn

promptly and sent in their papers.
PASSES CABBED IN.

A nother evidence of the advent of new
c-onstitutinnal conditions was the drawing
in of all street and steam railway passes.
fv! c'uv.1 in the hands of public. ofiicers
6r private citizens. Out in the Slate the
,'udges and other oflicers rprjuired to take
the oath were proceeding to do so in
order, ancl with promptness and fidelity.
and nll IndicatJons are strongly pointing
taiward the peaceful operation of the in-
strvment. Ono case in court was disposed
of under. the changed conditions, the
judge passing senlence on a prlsoner who
plcaded guilty in the city of Staunton
without the intervontioi) of a. jury. Sev¬
eral other resignations of minor offlcialsJ
in Norfoik were reported. they having
reiired to ret.-iin their railroad passes.

NOT YET IN EFFECT.
Muny of tho branches of the Constitu¬

tion do not become effetive for some
time yet, notable among these being thuso
reiAUng to the Corporation Commission
and the new fiduciary system. The for¬
mer becomes effective in February, 1903.
and the latter one year later.
The terms of most of the present offi-

eiair. aro extended by the schedule,
though some of them aro sllghtly cut.
The progress of Mffnirs under the new

Coristitution will be watched with great
ii tcrest all over the State. and the gen¬
eral impression seems to be that it will
work admirahly and be accepted ln good
faith by a vast majority of tho people.

DR BUTTRICK HAS
PLENTI811

Will Help in Movement to Cure
Disease of Ignorance.

ADDRESS AT THE UNIVERSITY

Secretary of General Board of Educa¬
tion Cleared Up All Doubt as to Ob-

jects of His Board Which is

Helping Southern Education.

(Specl.-il nispatch to The Times.)
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA VA.,

July 10..Dr. Wallace Butrrick. secretary
und executive officer of the General
Board ol" Bducation. which is doing so
much to .aid in the Southern education
movement, addreseed thie members of
the School of Methods and the school
superintendents to-day, and set at rest
all doubt as to the object of his board.
He was introudced by Or. P. B. Barringer
in a very cordial manner. Dr. Barringer
said:
There has been much discussion in the

South as to the real purpose of this
board. Thero have. 1 believe, been seri¬
ous miscouceptions. My own idea has
been that it was organized as a sort of
combination clearlng house for general
philanthropy and an educational board
of health.

HANDMAIDENS.
I put it this way because I have al-

ways believed that ignorance and pov-
erty were closeiy related to disease like
malaria, which can be gotten rid of by
cleahing up and improving our surround-
ings, by a thorough appreciation of how

dangerous the disease is, by ridding the

neigiiborhood f the cause, and last, but
not least, the use of the specific quinine.
I am told that he has the quinine.

I am not assured that my ide-a of Dr.
Buttrick's mission ls correct, but at
least I can assure you that hc comes

with a heart full of charity and good
will. and one can depend upon all that
he says. We are thereforo glad to have
him here, and I present with pleasure
Dr. "Wallace Buttrick, the goneral sec¬

retary and executive officer of the Gen¬
eral Educational Board, who will ad¬

dress you as to the purpose of his board.
DR. BUTTRICK;

Dr. Buttrick same forward and said:
The general Educational Board had its

inoeption In the recosnitlon of the fact
that the people of the South are earn-

estlv engaged in prosecuting general echi-

catlon and that in such work they should
receive generous aid. For this reason

certain gentlemen organized themselves
as the General Education Board and

to them has been given unconditionally
a considerable sum of money. "We iearn
fiom you that the problem is peculiarly
one of rural schools. fully So per cent.

of the Southern people having their
homes in the country. Tt has therefore
been deemed wise to postpone the form-
ing of a constructive programme until we
shall have made a careful and compro-
hensive study of the educational situa-
tion in each of the Southern States at

their annual meeting in May. The coun¬

ty superintendents of Georgia voted to
hold an adjourned meeting at Athens on

Sept. 10. 11 and 12. Athens is the sire
oi" the State University nnd Chancelior
Hill invites the superintendents to bs
his guests. A sum of money has been
donated to pay the fare of all the su¬

perintendents. I have. just returned

(Continued on Second Page.)
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One Man Dies and Another Prostrated; Auditorium Des-

troyed; Mule Killed; Convict Escapes, and
Much Damaee Done.

The weather of yesterday left its mark

upon Richmond. Not this summer was

a' forenoon or early afternoon hotter.
Or,- man died from being overcome by

th.e heat and another was prostiated.
Soon after -1 o'clock a severe thunder

storm and wind storm swept over ihe

stretch of country about Richmond. Tbe.
Auditorium, the largest building of the
kind in the State, was struck by light¬
ning and totally destroyed. The wind.
while not severe here. did great damage
in Manchester and further up the coun¬

try. The State farm was partially dis-
mantled, one convict escaped in the con-

fusion. another was taken up bodily and
hurled into the creek. four tobacco barns
were blown down and demolished, the
chimney oi" the mannger's house was

blown down.
Yt-ierday dawned clear, and from be-

-;¦!.. daylight evidences were abroad that
il-,.- day was going to be a scorcher.
Scon tlie sun was just blazing down on

tiie streets. Al S o'clock its heat had
,. iched that cf any normal midday. At
n< on the mercury in the thermometer
tuhc had climbed" up to nearly the 93
r>ot< h. The storm. ,which was made up
of rain; hall. wind and thunder and llght-
¦ihig, had the effect of cooling ihe at-

niospnere and making life less a burden.
hut then all the mlschief had beari done.
Al thidnight the temperature was regis¬
tered at 7! degrers. and. as was re-

mnrked. probably in half the homes in

r:<1mond it was a "good night for
.,!.-, pinp."
Vr John II- Nagle, a postman, was the

virtim o<" the fatal heatstroke. A man

named Allen. of Miller Street. was the
other victim. He soon rccovered.
The lightning had the effect of putting

out of use a number of wires in the
oit\ a trolley wire at Twenty-first and
Broad Streets fell. and one of the mules
to rilman's delivery wagon was kiiled.
On-3 of tlie big clothing stores has a

patented "change" system operated by
means of an electric current. It was put
out of business.

ne Auditorium was struck about 4:45.
ln a short while it was reduced to a

smoking heap of ashes.
Soon after the ahatement of the storm

the penitentiary was called up over the
telephone by the State farm. aud the
story rf the damage of almost a hurri-
cane there was related. The service had
been somewhat impaired by the. storm.
s:> the facts concerning the damage are

imperfect. Four tobacco harns are re-

pciled fo have been blown down and
con pletely demolished. and a great deal
of other damage done. One convict was
l.ikcr. up by the wind ar.d blown into
r, creek 2^0 yards a.way, while another
one disappeared in the confusion, and
either made his escape or was hurt hy
tho storm. Up to last night he had not
bien found. One of the guards was also
sllghtly hurt, and a reign of terror swept
over the place cTuring the continuaiiL-e of
the storm.
The wind was terrific and cariied ev¬

erything before it with the force of a
Western huricane. The rain fell in tor-
r'ents and the heavens were hlack with
rngiiig clouds. while now and then hoavy
ptalfa of thunder. acoompanied by vivid
fiashes of lightning, were heard. It was,
from aoeourits-. the wildest slorm seen
in that section in many years.

FIREMEN KILLED
Brick Wall Toppled During Fierce

Conflagration in Toronto.
(By Associated Press.)

TORONTO, ONT.. July io._Five flre-
in.-i. w-.-ro killed in a disastrous fire which
st.itted in the old street railway stables.
now occupied by P. Mclntosh anci Sons.
ancl spreacl to the wholesale hay and
straw warehouse of Cadshy and MeCann.
Tlcse estabiishmenls were swepf" away
in an hours time. Da.vid See, Harry
Cl.irk. Adam Kerr. Waiter Collard and
-Russell. tiremen. were working
crtfide the southeast wall of j'le Mcln-
tcsh buiding wTien the brick wall, two
stories high. suddenly toppled outward
iin-1 buried them. They were dead when
estilcated. Tlie total loss is estimated
at $KS0,0OO; insurance, about $100,000.

AUDITORIUM BURNED TO THE GROUND;
E MAY NOT HAVE THE HORSE SHOW.

\i
n DOWN

OF NORFOLK
When Surrounded in His Home by the Police He Fires on Them.

With Drawn Revolvers They Enter the Dark Room Where
He is Concealed and Wound Him Mortally.

(Special Dispatch to The Times.)
NORFOLK. VA., July 10..One of the

most sensational murders that have

startled Norfolk for many years oc¬

curred to-night when Dr. J. C. Batts.

City Coroner, was instantly killed by a

negro narhed Gray, at the home of the

latter, in BramMeton, a suburb. The

physician was called to attend Gray's
wife. and from the beat information ob-

tainable was shot down by Gray the

moment he entered the house.
The police were notifTed, and immedi¬

ately surrounded Gray's house. The

desperate negro had not left the place,
and when the officers arrived opened fire
upon them, barely missing several of the
officers. No cause could be assigned for
the killlng of Dr. Batts. who was one

of Norfolk's most prominent young phy-
sicians.
Tho wlldest excitement prevailed ln

Brambleton, and it looked as if a lynch-
ing was in prospect,
After endeavoring by every means to

induce Gray to come out of the dark
room of his house in which he ha«y
taken refuge, the squad of police with
drawn reyolvers charged pu the steps,
ancl though Gray fired upon them sev¬

eral times they continued to advance un-

til they had reached the door of Gray's
room.
The officers fired a volley in the dark.

and Gray was heard to groan. An in-
vestlgation reyealed the fact that Gray
had been mortally wounded. Several
bullets had taken effect ln his head and
body.
Gray was rernoved to St. Vlncent's

xxospltal. He cannot live. Dr. Batts
death was caused by a wound from a

double barrelled shot-gnr. The charge
struck him full in the face, inflicting a

horrible wound.
The only motive assigned for the mur¬

der of Dr. Batts is that Gray who had
been ill for some time. was delirious.

ST. JOHN'S KEEPERIRUSH OF LEADERS
IN GONTINENTALS CAUSES MUCH T

New Council Committee Directs
That Mr. Graffigna Wear Dress
of the Revolutionary Days.

Mr. Antonio Graffigna, keeper of his-

toric St. John's burying ground. will here-
after himself be one of the notably
unique and interesting figures to be found
in the city.
The St. John's Burying Ground Com¬

mittee of the. Council. nt. its meeting
last night.the first meeting of the new

committee. and the lirst meeting of this
rommitee for some time.adopted and
spread upon its records for all the world
to see a resolution to the effect that. in
view of the historic associations which
surrotind old St. John's of Revolutionary
ind colonial memories. the keeper should
wear a continental uniform, rather than
the less picturesQiie attire in vogue in
these latter days.

It may be something of a surprise to
Mr. Graffigna's friends on Church Hill in
a da yor two when that. weli known and
highly esteemed citizen of that section
of the city, lays a.~iiie the austere and
forbidding garb of blue coat and brass
buttons. which he has long ndorned and
rlons in lieu thereof the more picturesn,ue
and impressive combination of knee
breeches, stockings and silver buc-kled
slippers of colonial days.
ln Revolutionary times old St Jr-hn's

was the leader in patriotism and Iiberty.
In theso latter days it has become the
leader in a reaction against the narrow
and restraining dictates of modern fash¬
ion. and will do yeoman service in the
movement for a return to colonial ways
ancl days.
Mr. Graffigna's new attire is awaited

with interest.

Felony Case Tried
Without ajury.

(Special Dispatch to The Times.) \
STAui\_uN. a., July 10..The case l

in the Hustings Court of George E. i
Johnson. charsied with larceny from |
the person of Hon. W. H. Goodwin. |
was tried under the nev.- Constitution. j
tlie prisoner pleading guilty and the j
court fixing his punishment at two j
years in the State penitentiary with- ;
out the intervention of the jury. This '

is the first case to be tried in Vir- ;
ginia under the provision of the new

Constitution which permits courts .;
in cases In which there is a plea of <

\ guilt, to try the case. and determhie j
the punishment, and is probably the l
first felony case which has ever been \
tried in Virginia without a jury.
Johnson is one of two pick-pockets j

\ who robbed Hon. Wm. H. Goodwin. of s

Nelson county. during the Carniyal >

s here last month. The other man. J. ;
< E. Edwards. was admitted to bail at

\ the last term of the court and has ;} not ^ince appeared. Tn the absence l
l ot the Commonwealth's attorney for S
the city, the Commonwealth was rep- jl resented by R. S. Ker. county Com- j| monwealth's attorney. and H. H. 5
Wayt. The prisoner was represented ?

| by City Attorney S. D. Timberlake. j

Speculation as to Reason for
Presence of So Many.Sena-
torship and Reapporfcionm't.

Some great political work has evidently
been going on in Richmond in the last
few days. the exact nature of which no

cne seems to know.
u is coming out by degrees, but those

who ought to know are very leticent
co--.ccriiing the subject. While it ls not
staced that all of them met together, it
is understood that Senator Thomas S.
'.Martin. C.^igressmen Rhea and Flood,
Colonel Joseph Button ancl Hon. Alf.
P. Thom. of Norfoik, were in the city on

WecTr.esclay night.
East night among the distinguished

p;:rty loaders here were Judge D. Tuckor
Procike, of Norfoik: Mr. James V. Trehy,
of Norfoik; ex-Sonator R. A. Jamos. of
Dar.ville, ancl Hon. S. Gordon Cumming.
of Hampton.

It Is not known that their sirmiltaneous
arrivals have any political bearing, but
it is known that all these gentlemen train
on the same side politically. and that
they are among the most astute party
mar.a.eers in their respective sec-tions.
Thero are various rumors in the air cnn-

corning the reported conference hero on

Wednesday, the better opinion being that
some prefiminary steps were taken with
r« ftrence to Senator Martin's canvass for
rc-election. Acain. it is suggested that
tlie subject of congresstonal reapportlon-
mcnt was cllscussecl, and that other mat¬
ters relating to t'no rnminR session of
the EegisTature were considered. S-mator
Martin's successor will not bo chosen
until 1903, but neither he nor his friends
c-ver fail to close up gaps which may
from time to time appear in their fences.

KING 5TEADILY IMPR0VES

His Majesty is Not Yet Able to Sit Up,
but Reclines on a Couch.

(F.y Associated I'res?. I
T.ONDON. July ln..KIng Edward is not

yet able to sit up. but every day he is re¬
moved to an adjustable couch, which
gives a welcome change. to his position
and which enables him to read with some

degree of comfort.
It is understood that next week he may

be transferred to the Royal yaeht, the
Victoria ancl Albert. in a sp*-ially ron-

strticted ambulance carriage. He main-
talns his steady improvement.

THE GITY OF PETERSBURG

(Special Dispatch to The Times.)
PETERSBURG, VA.. July 10..Con-

gressman F. R. Lassiter and ~SVr\ R.
G. Southall, the Democratic candidates
for Congress. addressed a good size
crowd at. the base-ball park in this city
to-night.
Despite the threatening weather and

the fact that a meeting was being held
at Young Men's Christian Association for
the purpose of promoting the oattlef.eld
park movement. a large crowd greeted
the candidates.
The meeting was called to order hy

Councilman Waverly Owen, who intro¬
duced Mr. Southall.
The Amelia candidate seemed much

pleased with his reception. He spoke
for about twenty minutes and was fre¬
quently interrupted by applanse. He
took exceprion to a circular letter Is¬
sued to the voters of Petersburg over

the signatures of six citizens, in which
without giving any reasons for their
opinion they said "after careful consid-
eration. the undersigned are satisfied
that it is best for our party and district
that the Hon. Francis R. Lassiter be
renominaed for Congress."
He said that Virginians had heard

many times of the "Big Four." Ih.c- that
Petershurgers had come now to receive
their orders from the "Big Six." who
had assumed the duty of thtn-cing lor
the people. He said. too. that by nuer-
ference the letter declared that his own

nomination would be harmful to ihe
party and district, and demanlei to
known wny.
He thought that Mr. Lassiter sb-£__

Congressman F. R. Lassiter and Mr. K. G. southall Ad-
dressed Good Audience at Base-Ball Park.

Garden Seed Topic of Discussion.
give an account of his stewardship as
was the custom in the old days. and
declared that Lassiter's previous refus-
als to meet him must mean that he had
no record. or that his record was nor
a good ono. He asked that his opponeat
tell the peopb> what he had done to
merlt re-election.
Major Lassiter. in a graceful speech.

related his past services to the party.
He said that as chairman of the district
he had on frequent occasions Ied the
party to victory. He thanked the people
for the various times they had honored
him. and declared that he was as capable
of upholding their business now as he
had heen on tho oeeastons when lt
was plaeed in his hands in the past.
Mr. Southall had twitted him about

th^ fact that he had sent many sarden
seed and papers to his. constituents. and
said that if He were elected he woulcl
delegate that duty to his clerk. Ma.lor
Lassiter said if that were true it would
be well to ascertain whom he' has se-
leeted as his clerk. and send that gentle-
man to Congress.
Mr. Southall repiied brlefly. ancl causecl

much laughter by referring to Major
Lassiter as the garden seed Congressman.

! He salcl that instead of looking for their
Ccngressman in the halls "of legislature
it had become the thing to g-r to the
Department of. Agriculture, where h«
would be found buslly engaged sending
out seed in enx-elopes.
After a few remarks by Mr.' Owen the

meeting dispersed. The crowd was a.

good-natured one, and everything was

harmonious. ,

Freat Frame Structure Con*
sumed in Few Minutes-

STRUCK BY LIGHTNING

This Sets Fire to the Building,
Which Burns Like Tinder,

MAY POSTPONE HORSE SHOW

Owners Do Not Expect to Rebuild and
There is No Other Place Avatlable

for the Exhibition, Which Prom'
ised to Be Such a Success,
The Property Par>

tially Insurad,

The Audltorium hnlldlng was burned to
tho ground betwoen flve, and six o'cloefc
yesterday afternoon. The fire was occa-

sioned by lightning. and the very com-

bustlble nature of tho building rendered
all efforts at extinguishing the flamea
futile.
The building was tinnectipied at the

time. A thorough-going rearrangement
of the interlor had recently been com-

pleted for the Horse Show to be held in
October at a cost of some JS.OO, ln ac-

cordance with the plans of Messrs. No¬
land and Baskerville. recently published
ln The Times. It belonged to the Fair
Grounds Company. of which Mr. R, L.
Williams ls president and Mr. E. K.
Williams ls secretary. There wns SIO.OOO
or more of Insurance. practic.ally cover-

Ing the loss, placed through R. A. Lan-
caster and Chapin and Hume.
MAY PREVILVT HORS.. SHOW.

The most serious and important resultt
of the fire Is the fact that it destroyed
the one building In or about Richmond
In any way suitable for the purpose3 of
the Horse Show Association. Its de-
struetion seriously jeopardlzes the prac-
ticahlllty of a horse sh-'w at so earltt
a date as October. L'ntil a meeting o£
the directors of the Association is held?
it cannot be stated what change in it_
plans wlll result from the destructlotx
of the auditorium.

It ls regarded as extremely Imprnbabl*
that the owners of the audltorlu n will
rebuild it. The fact that they are n<T

longer Interested in the Traction C'om-

pany. coupled with the high <-o<»t <-Z
building materfal at this nm.\ leads tn

the belief that the 3tructtire wlll not b_
restored.

CAUSED BY I.TGHTNTN-G.
The severe storm which pa.*sed ove»

Richmond shortly before five o'clock yes¬
terday afternoon was the cau.-ie of the
fire. The auditorium stood fortunate!y»
well s«»parated from other buildings oS
every character. but exposed to lightning
Workmen near the building were startled)
by a terrible crash of thunder. Mor<
tlian one person in the nelghborhood saw.

the bolt of lightning strike the higtt
southern front of the large frame struc-

ture. The two or threo workmen wh(J
had taken shelter in the other end of th*
building fled from it to find a small flr%
starting at the top of the southern fronl
of the building. The first window. whicrk
the flarafs broke through. was the win¬
dow high up in the southern front. im¬
mediately in the center. It was som«

time before the alarm was turned in forrr»

(aSuj puoa~g uo panur-.uoo)

SUMMARY OF THE NEWS
FORECAST.

Fair Friday and Saturday; light to
fresh winds. _,_¦,. ^

Highest temperature.at 2 P. M.97
Lowest temperature.at t> A. M.7S
Mean temperature yesterday.S-4
Normal temperature for Jnly.SO
r>ep;irrure from normal temperature. <H,i
Precipitation during past .4 hours.... 0>

LOCAL.
The Auditorium is struck by lightning

and burns to tho ground in a faw min¬
utes. Will hardly be rebuilt.
Fear entertained that burning of the»

Auditorium will cause the postponement.
if not the abandonment, of the Hors_
Show.
The hottest day of tho summer followed]

by a severe storm. One death attrib-
utable to the heat.
The new Constitution go»s Into effect

and the State officials take the oatri
promptly.
Keeper of St. John's Burylng-Groun^-

must, by order of the Council commlt«o%_
wear contlnentals in future. *

Grave doubt that the stre»t railway com-."
pany will accede to the demands of thei
men for ;i nine-hour day. i
Rev. Dr. Derieux will not accept a call

to Fore Smith, Ark.. preferring to remain
ln Richmond. *

Manchester Council eiects officers and
Street Committee maps out plans for\
work.

tie
r'3 J

Much darnage wrought at State farn*^bv wind an-1 storm.
VIRGINIA.

A probably delirious negro shoots Dt\, J
Batts. the. coroner of Norfolk. with
shotgun. When-tho police surrounded the
house the negro rires on them. They
rush the house and wound him mortally. »

A young lady in Fredericksburg ap-1
proached from behind by a negro while
swinglng in a hammock on her father's
pocch. When she screamed. the negro at
tacked her with a knife.
Terrific storms ln Southwest Virgini.'*

kili horses and cattle.
0.-=borne. the Norfolk carpenter. recently

acqultted of the rmirder of his wife. ar-
rested for the murder of another in 0__-»
homa.
The first case of a felony tried without

a jury decided in the court at Staunton junder the n»it Constitution.
Salem Baptist Church at Sparta. ln Car-

oline, celebrates Its centennial annlver-
sary with exercises that last throughout
the day.
Mass-meeting in Petersburg to secure %

battletieids park.
Mr. Buttrick. secretary of the Educa¬

tional Board of America- addresses the
School of Methods at Charlotte3vtlle.

GENERAL.
Johnstown. Pa.. vlsited by a fearful

mine disaster, in which hundreds have
perished.
The freight handlers in Chicago- are still

on strike. but there is a possibility of tha
dlfferences being settled by arbitration.
Coavlct Tracey is still at large. well ¦

armed and provisioned. He is. however.
becoming fagged out by the lon_ pursulc.

I'nited States boat ordered to a Colom- J'
bian port to protect the interests of

I Arnericans.
President will pass uoon the reply

*the Vatican in regard to $_. frlar


